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About
Presenting Quintessential Britain
From the splendour of stately mansions in the English countryside, to the ritual
of afternoon high-tea, Great Britain is a land of old traditions and endless charm.
Explore the United Kingdom the way Lord and Lady Grantham would, visiting
awe-inspiring locations and experiencing the finest accommodation in the country
from remarkable historical castles to luxurious manors.
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READ

Getting Under The Skin
Read: Lady Almina and the Real Downton Abbey by Fiona Carnarvon
This is the story behind the real-life Downton Abbey, known as Highclere Castle,

COOK

and the life of its many inhabitants, in particular the 5th Countess of Carnarvon
Lady Almina. Believed to be the real source of inspiration for Julian Fellowe’s award
winning drama, Lady Almina is a fascinating book written by the current Lady
Carnarvon!

Listen: During season 4 the Crawley household is exposed for the first time to the
swinging jazz of the 1920s, thanks to Lady Rose. One of the earliest popular jazz
dance bands in the UK at the time was that of Fred Elizalde, who broadcast on
the BBC from 1926 to 1929 and played for the glamorous guests of The Savoy in
London.
Cook: Downton Abbey Cooks

LISTEN

Whether you think of yourself more of a Daisy than a Mrs. Patmore, this very cool
website features all-time great British recipes, many of which are mentioned on the
series, as well as useful tips on hosting your very own Downton Abbey dinner party!

Play: A Beginners guide to Cricket
Cricket, also known as the gentlemen’s game, is THE quintessential British sport,
particularly nice if played on a summer’s afternoon. Learn everything from the
basics of the game to the latest cricket results, and be on your way to get started in
this most British of games.
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Where To Go
Venture your way through the British countryside and visit some of Downton Abbey’s
most striking filming locations. From quaint little villages in the Cotswolds hills, to regal
mansions and historic castles in superb settings.
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1. Highclere Castle, Hampshire
Real-life Downton Abbey is none other than Highclere Castle, a stately home in
Hampshire, England. Designed in the Gothic revival style and with elements of
both Elizabethan and Jacobean styles, this Grade I listed building is composed of a
3-storeyed mansion following a design by Sir Charles Barry in 1839-1842, and bears
a resemblance to the Palace of Westminster (the most famous of Barry’s designs).
Since 1679 the castle has been home to the Earls of Carnarvon, a branch of the Anglo-Welsh
Herbert family. The family still live in Highclere, but return to their cottage in the summer
months, when the castle is open to the public.
When to visit: The Castle and gardens are open to the public during
the summer and at specific times during the rest of the year. Visit
the Castle’s website for more information.

United
Kingdom

Admission: A ticket to the castle and gardens will cost £13 for an

21

adult or £8 for a child aged between 4 and 16 years old. It’s advisable
to book well in advance.

2. Bampton Village, Oxfordshire
At the edge of the famous Cotswolds hills, Bampton in Oxfordshire is one of South
England’s prettiest villages. The village, located in the Thames Valley, is used to film
the outdoor village scenes of Downton Abbey.
Highlights: Noteworthy attractions include the 12th century St. Mary’s church, where
Lady Mary and Matthew Crawley were married, and Churchgate house, the exterior of
Crawley House.
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3. Waddesdon Manor, Buckinghamshire
Waddesdon Manor is an exquisite Grade I listed country house in the village of Waddesdon,
in Buckinghamshire, England. The manor, built between 1874 and 1889 for Baron
Ferdinand de Rothschild, served as the fictional Haxby Park, the estate Sir Richard
Carlisle intends to buy in series two. Constructed in the Neo-Renaissance style of a
French château, Waddesdon Manor embodies an eclectic style based on the Château
de Mouchy, in the Loire Valley.
Top Tip: Stay in the heart of the action at the Five Arrows Hotel, which
stands at the gates of Waddesdon Manor.
United
Kingdom

3

4. Lincoln Castle, Lincolnshire
The castle served as the fictional York Prison, where Lord Grantham’s
faithful valet John Bates gets locked up for murder in season three.
A few hours south of York, Lincoln Castle is home to the Lincoln Magna Carta, dating
back to 1215, as well as the Charter of the Forest, a historical document dating from
1217 and which ensured England's forests weren’t taken over by the aristocracy.
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4

5. The Cotswolds Hills
The Cotswolds is a designated area of outstanding natural beauty and in series two,
the site of scandal when Lady Sybil fled with the family chauffeur, Branson. The pair
eloped to Swinbrook in the Oxfordshire Cotswolds, but there are plenty of other charming
villages around to explore.
Located in south central England, the area actually encompasses several English counties,
mainly Gloucestershire and Oxfordshire, but also parts of Wiltshire,
Somerset, Worcestershire and Warwickshire.
This is countryside England at its best, with picture-perfect beech
woods and honey-coloured stone villages.

United
Kingdom

6

5

6. Inveraray Castle, Co. Argyll, Scotland
Inveraray Castle is the ancestral home of the Duke of Argyll, Chief of the Clan Campbell,
and the chosen location for the Downton Abbey Christmas 2012 episode. Posing as the
home of the Marquess and Marchioness of Flintshire, in the series Inveraray is known
as the ‘Duneagle Castle’.
Highlights: The scenery in Argyll is spectacular, and there are plenty of walking and
horse-riding routes available at the estate and surrounding areas.
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What To Do
These are quintessential British traditions meant to make your visit to the UK just
that little bit more special. One hundred percent Violet Crawley approved.
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INDULGE

Afternoon Tea
Any visit to the UK would not be truly complete without a traditional afternoon tea
experience. This most quintessential of British customs started in the 17th century
by the hand of Lady Anna, the 7th Duchess of Bedford. During the 1880's it became a
real fashionable affair with upper-class and society women changing into long gowns,
gloves and hats for their afternoon tea, usually served in the drawing room between
four and five o'clock.
There is hardly another experience that will make you feel like a real-life Crawley!
Pamper yourself over a lush selection of dainty finger sandwiches (including of course
thinly sliced cucumber sandwiches), warm scones served with clotted cream and a
variety of fruit preserves, cakes and pastries. Traditionally tea grown in India or Ceylon
should be served and poured from silver tea pots into delicate bone china cups.

Useful tips:
•

The best afternoon tea is usually served in the luxury 4 and 5 star hotels. The
countryside hotels usually offer better value for money.

•

You can normally choose from a full afternoon high-tea experience, or a
smaller (and cheaper) cream tea, which includes warm scones with clotted
cream and preserves being served with your tea.

•

Some inspiring articles to help you get started:
- The Downton Abbey Rules for Afternoon Tea: a Masterclass on 1920s Etiquette
- 20 Ways to eat like a Downton Abbey Lady
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WATCH

Cricket Match
Like all things British, cricket is built on tradition, full of hierarchy, and yes almost
impossible for an outsider to understand! It is also the only game in the world that has a
luncheon and afternoon tea as part of a day’s play. But above all, this is a gentleman’s
sport—a glorious, charming throwback to a proper, gentler age. One of the best grounds
in the world to watch a cricket match is none other than the ‘Home of Cricket’ itself:
the Lord’s Cricket Ground in St. John’s Wood, London.
Useful tips:
•

Bring a pair of compact binoculars and buy a Lord’s One Tune Radio for ball-by-ball
commentary so you can be led through the game.

•

Never ask “What’s the score?” unless you want dubious looks followed by a
lengthy explanation.

TASTE

Sunday Roast
The British love of beef is nothing new, such is this a part of British tradition that even
the Royal Bodyguard have been affectionately known as “beefeaters” since the 15th
century. A traditional British Roast is a meal typically served on Sundays and consisting
of roasted beef, roast or mashed potatoes, Yorkshire pudding, stuffing, vegetables and
plenty of gravy.
The best place for a Sunday Roast are the typical English Pubs or a Carvery. Many pubs
will serve good hearty food and will generally have a Sunday menu that features a
traditional roast.
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Where To Stay
Downton Abbey Style
Grand Hotels with centuries of history, exquisite interiors, and flawless service that
even the Crawleys would approve of. So if you’re dreaming of that luxurious British
break, Downton Abbey style, look no further.

Hotel Amenities
Afternoon Tea available

Free Parking

Restaurant

Free Wi-Fi

Spa/Wellness Facilities

Pet-Friendly
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Swinton Park, Masham

Yorkshire

A 17th century stately home in the
Yorkshire Dales, Swinton Park is a
30 bedroom luxury hotel with
antique furnishings, grand
traditional bedrooms, fine dining,
spa and extensive grounds.
Swinton Park has been in the
ownership of the Cunliffe-Lister
family since the 19th century.

more ►

Washingborough Hall
Country House, Washingborough

Lincolnshire

A beautiful Grade II listed Georgian
Manor House set in three acres of
mature gardens, Washingborough
Hall is 2 miles east from Lincoln.
The hotel displays 12 individually
designed bedrooms and a 2 AA
Rosette restaurant serving a
seasonal British menu.
Over 250 years old, this was
Highlig
the 19th century home of Sir
ht
William Amcotts Ingilby, Lord of
the Manor. A 12 minute drive will
take you to Lincoln Castle.
more ►

p.12 of 18

Eynsham Hall, Witney

Oxfordshire

Set in the heart of the Oxfordshire
countryside, Eynsham Hall is a
Grade II listed Jacobean-style manor
house nestled in 3,000 acres of
parkland close to Witney in The
Cotswolds. Offering 126 contemporary en-suite rooms, the Hall retains
many of its period features.
The extensive hotel grounds are
beautiful for a stroll or maybe a
game of croquet. A 21 minutes Highlight
drive will take you to Bampton,
the fictional Downton Abbey
village.
more ►

The Feathers Hotel,
Woodstock

Marlborough Arms Hotel,
Woodstock

The Feathers is a chic town house
hotel in Woodstock, next-door to
beautiful Blenheim Palace. Here
you can relax, recharge and enjoy
a hotel with history and high
housekeeping standards. Choose
from a variety of romantic cosy
rooms to larger feature suites.

The Marlborough Arms is a
beautiful 14th century coaching
inn, situated in the heart of
Woodstock, overlooking historical
streets. The hotel has been
elegantly finished in a classic style
in-keeping with the character of
the building and surrounding area.

more ►

more ►
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Five Arrows Hotel,
Aylesbury

Buckinghamshire

This Grade II listed hotel has its
name derived from the Rothschild family emblem, of a shield
surmounted by five arrows, and
features individually designed
rooms furnished with antiques and
original pieces from the exquisite
Waddesdon Manor.
The hotel is only a short stroll
away from Waddesdon Manor,
standing near its gates.

Highlig
ht

more ►

Fanhams Hall, Ware

Hertfordshire

A Jacobean manor converted into a
hotel and events venue, Fanhams Hall
boasts an exceptional combination
of old traditional interiors with
contemporary styled bedrooms.
Set in 27 acres of beautiful grounds,
the manor was the birthplace of Sir
Henry Page-Croft, Winston Churchill’s
Under-Secretary of War.

more ►
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The Wood Norton,
Evesham

Worcestershire

A Grade II Victorian hotel with
original interiors, the Wood Norton
boasts 50 well-appointed rooms and
a contemporary restaurant. The
hotel's location, close to Worcester,
Stratford-Upon-Avon and Cheltenham,
makes it the ultimate base for
exploring the Shakespeare country.

more ►

Matfen Hall, Newcastle

Northumberland

Matfen Hall is a 19th-century
country mansion in Matfen, near
Newcastle. This stately home is
set in 300 acres of parkland and
offers 53 individually decorated
bedrooms. The ancestral home of
the Blackett baronets of Newcastle,
Matfen Hall was completely rebuilt
in the 1830s by Sir Edward Blackett,
6th baronet.

more ►
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Mar Hall Golf & Spa Resort,
Glasgow

Scotland

Recognized as one of the leading
five star resorts in Scotland, Mar
Hall is an Edwardian Mansion with
53 individually designed bedrooms,
a championship golf course, Decleor
Spa, swimming pool and several fine
dining options.

more ►

Ruthin Castle, Ruthin

Wales

A medieval castle fortification in
Wales, Ruthin Castle offers 59 rooms,
a Spa with both indoor and outdoor
facilities and a double AA rosette
awarded restaurant. The castle was
most notably the base of the noble
de Grey family given the title “Barons
Grey de Ruthyn”.

more ►

p.16 of 18

Booking
How to make a booking
GDS Bookings: Look for the HO chain code on the GDS.
Online: Visit our online reservation website.
Telephone: Contact our reservation agents by phone to assist with your booking.
International Telephone Numbers
Argentina (Buenos Aires) +54 11523 91384 Mexico (Mexico City) +52 55116 89805
Australia (Sydney) +61 290 372 410

Spain (Barcelona) +34 559 794 984

Canada (Toronto) +1 647 724 5062

Poland (Warsaw) +48 22398 8013

Greece (Athens) +30 212 21 33 416

Portugal (Lisbon) +351 308 804 686

Israel (Tel Aviv) +9723 9155731

UK & Ireland (London) +44 (0)20 3598 2243

Italy (Milan) +39 02 45557078

USA (New York) +1 212 461 1580
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This E-book is the work of HotelREZ Hotels and Resorts and can be distributed freely, however remains
the copyright of HotelREZ Ltd. If you wish to use extracts of this e-book, please ensure you attribute
credit to HotelREZ for the content.
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